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1. The Soviets have begun o serious study of petroleum resources in the
eastern European countries, with & view to a more economi.cal developmeni
of sources alresdy producing, =s well as the ewploitation of gtlll
untapped deposits, The organization to which theee duties ere assigned
is known in Austria as the Coviet Petroleum Administretion’s Geologlicul
‘Research Compony for Eestern Europe (& sellschaft zur geologischen
Aufschliessung Ost-Furoper im Rahmen dur Sou! tischen lidmeralol rarued i) .

. The group is said to have been plannsd sines auguet 1947, though the date
of its activation is not knoum.

Loontions Hesdquarters ere at present in Vienna, where the
company is secking a sultable wilding., For the
present, they occupy offices in Kentgasss 1,
Vierna I, home of the Sowjetische Hineraloslver-
woltung, Zistersdorf sectlon. Source has aiso
heaerd a rumor thet the permanent scet of the
orgenizetion will not bo in Austria.

Jurisdictions A1l countries occupied by, or under economic eontrol
. of, the Sovict Union.

Cepitals At preeent, for the procurenent and furnishing of
offices, loboratories and other instellations, the
company hes & sun of 2,000,000 sehillings ot 1ls
digposal.

Duties: Bagic soological research for the location of ores,
petroleun, and mineral selts, end exploitation of
such resources in the Soviet-occupied or Soviete
controlled regions of cagtern Europe.

Personclitiess Dr, Kreeij-Graf, head of the company.
Dr. XKarl For/inand Iriedl, dopuly.

i E\i\ %X’ .
i*\Prof, Dr. Hecht, chicf chenist.
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Othor members of the company are not yot known
ty neme, but consist of geologlots, geophiysicista,
gqurveyors, draunghtemen and chemists.

b, Friedl is credited with being the resl discoverer of the 2istersdorf
il dsposite., By Aint of extensive research and mmerous relentifie
papers, he successfully fomnd and proved the existence of petroleoum
rosources in this zrea. loving established himgg?‘ aa %he first geologlst

n
M

of Zistersdorf, ho beeenme o shareholder of the Erdolproduktions-Gesellsehaft.

Thip wae seld to hove becn the firet company o yiold 2 50% interest to the
Soviets., The remaining shares stayed In Angtrien hends. Although he was
Ynown e e Nazi Party membor, his technical qualificationg brought Friedl
hie appointment in 1945 as chief peologlst of the Soviet Zistorsdor? 011
Staff under the SLV in Kantgosse.

3, Prof. Dr. Heoht, eninent Migtrien cheniet and formerly & univeraity
professor in Graz, was engnped in selentific work for the Germens from
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